Short Takes

Tell Us About Your Wreck

By Rose Talbott
Head, Motor Vehicle Safety Division
Naval Safety Center

f you have ever beeninamotor vehicle crash, it's something you’ || dways remember and

probably something you wish you could forget. You' ve experienced something that most
people never want to go through. You, more than anyone el se, know the messagewe' re
trying to get acrossto othersin the military services.

Whether or not you werewearing your safety belt, we' dlike you to write about your
experience. Your story can do moreto point out theimportance of safe driving habits (being
buckled up, being sober, and being alert) than any lecture can.

Let usknow if your crash changed your attitude about wearing safety belts or theway
you plan atrip, or made you realize theimportance of watching out for the other driver.

When | talk to people about their crashes or see photos, it makes merealize that these
crashesare not faked like the onesin the movies. There are no second takes. Theseare
real, and they happen to peoplelikeyou and me.

Writeus, e-mail us, or come see us. You can help convincethose few holdoutswho still
have somesilly excusefor not wearing seat belts.

Our Ashore editor promises me shewill publish asmany storiesasshecan. I’ [l make
sureyou get acopy of the magazine (suitablefor sending hometo asweetheart, family
membersor friends, who arethankful that you' re still around). If you were wearing your
seat belt, we'll also send you an | Survived” certificate. If your story isprintedin Ashore,
you will also receive athank-you gift for getting your article published.

Toreceivean applicationfor your “| Survived” certificate, call usat (757) 444-3520,
Ext. 7135, download the application from our web site: www:saf ety center.navy.mil or send
an e-mail to mbrigham@saf etycenter.navy.mil. Send articlesdirectly to the editor of this
magazine. Pleaseincludeyour full name, rank, command, address, phone number, e-mail
address, date of the crash and details.jg

When in Rome...

f you pull into aport in Italy, expect to see some changes. No more

will you seeltaliansriding mopedsor scooterswith their hair blowing
inthewind. If they do, it'sgoing to cost them $190 in fines. That'sthe

pricefor riding amotor scooter or moped without ahel met. fI‘ 28

Italian politicians have vowed to have no tolerance for moped or
scooter riderswho don’t wear helmets, and police are handing out fines =11 i
inan effort to curb the hundreds of fatal crashes each year. |_ J e
Thenew law aimsto cut the number of deathson Italy’sroads by 40 -
percent by 2010. ¥
ThePublic WorksUndersecretary, Mauro Fabris, said, “Every year
inItaly, 700 peoplediein bike accidents, and more than 55 percent could ——
have been saved if their heads had been protected.” P AN =




